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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during

the vote). Members are advised there

are 2 minutes remaining on this vote.
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Mr. SHAYS, Mr. HELLER of Nevada,
Mr. SULLIVAN, Mrs. SCHMIDT, Mrs.
CUBIN, and Mr. TERRY changed their
vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
concurrent resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
bill, H.R. 2095, and to include extra-
neous material in the RECORD perti-
nent thereto.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

———

FEDERAL RAILROAD SAFETY
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 724 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2095.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2095) to
amend title 49, United States Code, to
prevent railroad fatalities, injuries,
and hazardous materials releases, to
authorize the Federal Railroad Safety
Administration, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. POMEROY in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

The gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
OBERSTAR) and the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman and colleagues, we
gather here for an historic moment in
the history of transportation, particu-
larly the history of rail transportation.
And I'm glad there are so many Mem-
bers still gathered on the floor to listen
to an erudite conversation that we are
going to have on both sides of the aisle
about the history of rail safety.

Although our committee has had ju-
risdiction over the rail sector for the
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past dozen years, this is the first time
the committee has brought a rail safe-
ty authorization bill to the House
floor. It is, in fact, only the second
time in 100 years that the House will
consider amendments, adjustments to
the hours of service rule in the rail sec-
tor.

We bring to you an important bill
that addresses long-neglected failings
and shortcomings of safety in the rail
sector that will make the railroad safer
in the future; that will make jobs for
workers in that sector safer in the fu-
ture; that will make safer passage
through towns through which railroads
pass, often with toxic substances, toxic
chemicals, frankly, the safest way to
move those substances, but we are
going to make it safer with this legis-
lation.

I particularly want to thank the dis-
tinguished Chair of the Subcommittee
on Railroads, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. CORRINE BROWN) for her
persistent leadership, persistent efforts
over the past years of service on the
committee in support of rail safety;
and the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MicA), ranking member of the full com-
mittee, participating in substantive
discussions that resulted in com-
promises that we bring to the floor;
and to the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SHUSTER), who has a large
rail presence in his own district and, of
course, in the State of Pennsylvania.

In each of the past five Congresses, 1
have introduced for consideration by
the committee broad scope rail safety
legislation and pledged that if it isn’t
considered in each of those Congresses,
when the majority would turn and I
would have the opportunity to lead the
committee, that we would move such
legislation. And today we deliver on
that commitment.

The discussions that we had were in-
clusive. They were extensive. They
were intensive. There were adjust-
ments made on both sides with the re-
sult that, as the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART) said
during consideration of the rule, this is
a bipartisan bill.

The Federal Railroad Administration
has reported that the total number of
train accidents, collisions,
derailments, and others increased from
2,604 in 1994 over the next decade to
3,325 in 2005. Thankfully, over the last
year, that number decreased to 2,925.
Those improvements in rail safety sta-
tistics are a good sign. But I know
from more than 25 years of chairing
subcommittees on safety issues that we
have a long way to go. Serious acci-
dents resulting in fatalities, injuries,
and environmental damages continue
to occur and will continue to occur.
Equipment can fail, people make mis-
takes, storms happen that cause those
accidents. But we have to do every-
thing that is possible in our realm to
make sure that those accidents are
minimized.

Safety requires constant vigilance by
workers on the job, by employers, by
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